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I can turn not the morn to eve, nor the milk midnight to day;
I can turn not the ah to fire, nor the dust to a watery spray;
I can make not the sphere stand still nor the steadfast hills to sway;
I can change not by mine own will the autumn to lovely May;
0 that I knew what I am, what is mine, in this workshop here!

His power hath brought me foith from Not-being and made me be,
When still in the womb I slept for my needs provided He;
With noble gifts, concealed and revealed, He nurtured me,
Through me hath He veiled His Heauty, that none upon earth may see,
0 that I knew what 1 am, what is mine, in this workshop here!

If the eye of insight be opened, as the vision of God 'twill know
The endless shiftmgs and changes that all things undergo;
The display of the Hidden Tieasure is this ocean''s restless (low,
This toil and travail of Nature, this glorious pomp and show.
0 that I knew what I am, what is mine, in this workshop here'

The stores of Contingent Being are alternately full and spent,
The mirror-chamber t of Fortune new figures doth still present;
On wonder-fruit be&trewing, O Nabf, i& aye intent
This ancient orchaid wind-tossed with face unto autumn bent.2
O that I knew what I am, what is mine, in this workshop here!

The next quotation is from the exordium of the Qasida-i
"Azliyya, as it is called; that is, the qasfda which Nabf
presented to his patron Mustafd Pasha, on the latter's dis-
missal from office.

From the Deposal Qasfda. [308]

Where's he who of the wine of oflice tasteth sweet and fair
Who doth not at the last the drowse of deposition share?
The short-lived rose of fortune blown in this swifi>fading garth

1  Shlshe-Khdne,  or mirror-chamber, is the name given to an apartment of
which the ceiling and walls are decorated by being coated with small pieces
of looking-glass stuck on to the plaster at various angles. The effect is prismatic,
and the reflections constantly change as one movcb about in the room.

2  'This ancient orchard' is the world, which is ever producing; the fruitage
of strange events.